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ORGANIZATION OF THE XXXIVT" ARCHAEOLOGICAL CAMPAIGN
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of the Ministry of Tourism and Antiquities of Egypt and the Supreme Council of Antiquities (CSA).
It calls on several organizations and institutions: Center for Study and Documentation on Ancient
Egypt (CEDAE); National Center for Scientific Research (CNRS/LAMS, Molecular and Structural
Archeology Laboratory, UMR 8220), Association for the Safeguarding of the Ramesseum (ASR),
Italian Ministry of Culture (Soprintendenza ABAP di Milano; Museo Archeologico Nazionale di
Firenze; Museo Egizio di Torino) and Inspectorate of Antiquities of Lougsor and Gournah.
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Eddin Abdel Gaber (Director General of the Gournah Antiquities Inspectorate), Mr. Ezzedin El-
Nouby Kamal (Director of the Gournah Antiquities Inspectorate), Mr. Ramadan Ahmed Ali (Director
of the Missions Office at the Gournah Inspectorate), Mr. Abdel Ghani Abdel Rahman (Responsible
for the central zone of the Gournah necropolis).

INSPECTION OF ANTIQUITIES AND RESTORATION SCA-CEDAE
M. Khaled El-Tayeb Mohamed (CSA inspector, Ramesseum store), Ms. Shaima Abdel Kerim
Gederob (CSA inspector, excavations), M. Saad El-Kadi Mohamed (CSA inspector, excavations),
Ms. Fatma Mohamed El-Tayeb (CSA inspector, restoration), Ms. Iman Abdelal Ahmed Mohamed
(CSA inspector, restoration), M. Ossama Bassiouni El-Damanhouri (CEDAE inspector), Dr. Rabab
Hamdy Ali (CEDAE inspector), Ms. Wessam Saad Morsi (CEDAE inspector), Ms. Rokaya Ali
Messaoud (CEDAE inspector).
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Egyptologists: Christian Leblanc (MAFTO/CNRS); Julian Sanchez (MAFTO/ASR); Hélene Guichard
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Munich); Sameh Mohamed Zaki (CEDAE); Tommaso Quirino (Soprintendenza ABAP di Milano);
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Jocelyne Hottier (MAFTO/ASR). Anthropologists: André Macke (University of Lille); Emmanuel
Serdiuk (University of Brussels). Restorers: Sylvie Ozenne (MAFTO/ASR); Gemma Torra I Campos
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Audiovisual and 3D imaging: Pascal Pelletier (MAFTO/ASR), Marie Grillot (MAFTO/ASR),
Ossama Bassiouni El-Damanhouri (CEDAE).



The new archaeological season at the Ramesseum began on October 15 and ended on December
15, 2023. This year it focused exclusively on excavation, conservation and restoration work in the
mudbrick outbuildings and on two processional ways (APO and APS). The program which consisted
of materializing the sanctuary of the temple in stone in order to make the junction with the part still
in elevation could not be carried out. A delivery of sandstone planned by the Egyptian authorities
unfortunately failed, which required the cancellation of the coming of the stonecutters who had been
responsible for this project.

It is in the northeast and northwest parts of the economic complex that excavation work was
undertaken. First in the STG sector (north-east) where it was a question of resuming work where
it had stopped last year. The team in charge was able to complete the exploration of three Third
Intermediate Period burials (STG.CD.To01-02 and STG.CR.To0O1) which had been looted, but whose
funerary chambers still preserved the remains in place with some rare remains of funerary furniture.
A profusion of shards found particularly in the corridor and courtyard of these tombs has been the
subject of classification, shape reconstructions and dating. In the north-west sector (STI), another
team had its program to clear room STI.SA06, adjoining the Treasury-annex of the temple, which was
entirely filled with rubble. In particular, it has so far delivered two funerary shafts (STI.SA06.ToO1
and To02), the first of which seems to have been dug there at the beginning of the New Kingdom,
then reused during the Third Intermediate Period. The remains extracted from these two tombs are
numerous and varied (cartonage, fragments of coffins, ouchebtis, pottery, scattered elements of reliefs
and painting and numerous human bones). If last year, not far from there, we were able to completely
complete the clearing of the tomb of Sehetepibré (Middle Kingdom), it remained to study all the
remains of cartonages and coffins which came from it: this laborious classification which concerned
hundreds of fragments of various sizes were made, making it possible to group together iconographic
subjects and date styles of coffins, between the XXI* and XX V™ dynasty. Publication of this material
will take place in our Bulletin Memnonia.

On the western processional way (APO), the aim was to continue clearing the courtyard
of the tomb APO.CN21, dating from the Middle Kingdom. The filling at this location, over a few
meters, revealed a complex archaeological stratigraphy where there is a level of occupation from
the XVIII™ dynasty associated with the digging of a neighboring well, explored and dated to this
period. The waste from the digging of this shaft, made up of shards of limestone, occupy a large area
in which several burials of children were found, very summary and which seem very contemporary
because they were even, for some, as if deliberately bordered by large shards from the excavation of
the shaft. These appear to be surface burials which were only covered by pottery or stones. As the
level of the Middle Kingdom court could not be reached this year due to these rich and unsuspected
finds, an additional season must be scheduled. Beautiful results were also recorded on the southern
processional way (APS), since an entire section of the southern exterior wall of the temple, over a
length of nearly fifteen meters, was able to be identified and cleared, and in a perfect alignment with
the section which was materialized in 2012 at the southwest corner.

In addition to this excavation and exploration work, extensive restoration and conservation
activity took place during these two months. It was necessary, firstly, to implement conservation
measures for the paintings which still adorn the descent of the tomb of Sehetepibré (STI.TR.To07).
This work was carried out for both walls and a project to cover this part of the tomb is currently
being studied, as is its future access. Significant operations were also carried out in the STA, STI
and STG sectors. This involved the restoration of several ramesside walls in mudbrick (STG, STI),
the installation of flashings to prevent the antique coatings from falling (STA, STI), the installation
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of coating on the back of the vaults (STA, STI ) and measures to protect the intrados of these same
vaults. In room SAO03 of the STI sector, a specific iron arch was manufactured and installed during
this campaign to support a vault whose intrados was failing. Furthermore, in the site’s antiques store
(STH), the team responsible for the restoration and conservation of the excavation objects was able
to continue, as every year, the careful packaging of the artefacts in cases. Finally, the apertures of
the two funerary shafts excavated in the STI sector (SA06.ToO1 and To02) were protected by metal
grilles.

The program of this campaign includes a certain number of studies which could be carried out
in the field. The anthropologist notably examined the bones and remains from several sectors of the
site (STG, STI, APO, APS). It was also possible to prepare the publication of catalogs, in particular
for the material that had been found in the craftsmen’s sector (STF) and all the series of ushabtis
discovered during the cleaning of room SA06 (STI). Only one study was undertaken in the context
of the temple itself, and focused on the identification of graffiti, hammering and traces of recovery of
the premises during the Copto-Byzantine period.

The smooth running of our 34™ archaeological campaign was made possible thanks to the
kindness and trust placed in us by the Egyptian authorities. For their unwavering support and friendly
collaboration, we would like to particularly thank His Exc. Dr. Ahmed Issa Abu Hussein, Minister of
Tourism and Antiquities, Dr. Mostafa Wasiri, Secretary General of the Supreme Council of Antiquities
of Egypt, Dr. Nashwa Gaber, Director of Archaeological Missions as well as Dr. Hisham Elleithy,
Under-secretary of State and Director General of the Center for Study and Documentation on Ancient
Egypt (CEDAE).

For their constant and very appreciable support, our gratitude is also expressed to the heads
of the Lougsor inspectorates, in particular Dr. Fathy Yassin Abd El-Karim Selim (general director of
Lougsor and Upper Egypt), Dr. Baha Eddin Abdel Gaber (director general of the Gournah Antiquities
Inspectorate), Mr. Ezzedin El-Nouby Kamal (director of the Gournah Antiquities Inspectorate), Mr.
Ramadan Ahmed Ali (director of the Missions Office at the Gournah Inspectorate ), Mr. Abdel Ghani
Abdel Rahman (responsible for the central area of the Gournah necropolis).

Finally, we warmly thank the inspectors from the Supreme Council of Antiquities made
available to the Mission during these two months: Mr. Khaled El-Tayeb Mohamed (CSA inspector,
Ramesseum store), Ms. Shaima Abdel Kerim Gederob (CSA inspector, excavations), Mr. Saad
El-Kadi Mohamed (CSA inspector, excavations), Ms. Fatma Mohamed El-Tayeb (CSA inspector,
restoration), Ms. Iman Abdelal Ahmed Mohamed (CSA inspector, restoration).



THE RAMESSEUM
TEMPLE AND PERIPHERY

I. EXCAVATION WORKS (see fig. 1)

NORTH-WEST SECTOR: THE STI-TR ROOM AND THE STI.SA06 ROOM
Team: Christian Leblanc (CNRS/ASR), Sameh Mohamed Zaki (CEDAE), Ossama Bassiouni ElI-Damanhouri (CEDAE),
Rabab Hamdy Ali (CEDAE).

In this sector of the Ramesseum, the program first consisted of protecting the walls of the
descent of the tomb of Sehetepibré (Middle Kingdom) with flashing, in view of the future work
which will consist of re-establishing a vaulted or flat roof, depending on the choice which will be
decided (see below § restoration and conservation work). At the same time, in order to clean the
STI-SA06 room cluttered with rubble, an excavation was undertaken along its entire length, from
south to north. Against the west wall, 9.00 m from the door to the room, an opening was found
giving access to a burial shaft (STI.SA06.To01). The latter appears to be set back from a statuary
group in mudbrik which leans against the same wall, but on the east side (STI.TR room), but it
is not really in the same axis. No relationship between this shaft and the statuary group therefore
seems to exist. The shaft, 2.15 m long and 0.95 m wide at its aperture, has dimensions specific to
the New Kingdom shafts hitherto identified and explored at the Ramesseum. Cut into the foothills of
the Theban mountain, it is 4.70 m deep and communicates with two chambers, one to the west, the
other to the east, both entirely filled with rubble. On the surface, near this shaft, numerous ushabtis
were found, the same as those that we still had to collect in the two funerary chambers. They made it
possible to identify the owner(s) of this burial at a given time. We will come back later. In the shaft, at
different levels, were discovered, as if carefully arranged, several blocks of sandstone and limestone
bearing decorative elements (khekerou frieze, pile of food offerings, procession of characters, portrait
of a queen, cartouche of Thutmose III, etc...). Several fragments of cartonages were also there, as well
as a pseudo-canopic and other pieces of canopic vase, including a partial lid representing the baboon
genie Hapy. It was in the spoils of the shaft that an originally painted wooden bird-akhem and shards
of pottery were still found.

The west funeray chamber (length 4.20 m x width 2.30 m x height 1.70 m) is the largest, with
an entrance only 0.75 m wide. Carefully carved like the rest of the tomb, it gives access to the north
to a small secondary chamber with a rectangular plan (maximum length 2.73 m x maximum width
1.10 m), 1.10 m high. In the west funerary chamber, the excavation made it possible to bring together
a certain number of remains, including ushabtis, pottery (including a partial jar and a wavy-necked
bud, both with red and black ribbons), as well as some very numerous pots or beer-bottles), fragments
of cartonages and coffins in a very poor state of conservation as well as abundant human remains,
exclusively bones, most of which were transferred to the walls of the funerary chamber. However, the
discovery in this context of several small beeswax genies (Duamutef, Qebehsenuf, Imset and Hapy)
usually belonging to «canopic packages» supposes that at least two of the bodies must have been
mummified. A fragment of a column from the Ramesseum witht he cartouch of Ramesses II, made
of sandstone, was finally found towards the bottom of the funerary chamber, adding to the disorder
that was the place. This west burial chamber communicates with a small chamber dug towards the
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Fig. 1 — Topographical plan of the Ramesseum. (J.-Fr. Carlotti, M. Chalmel, A. Lecointe, G. Roesch).



north. Filled with rubble, we also found ushabtis, a small intact bottle with a wavy-neck without
decoration and several human bones. Narrower at the back than at the entrance, the east funeral
chamber it also smaller (Iength 2.90 m/3.30 m x width 1.77 m/1.50 m; ceiling height 1.17 m) than
the west funerary chamber, with a 0.60 m wide entrance. Likewise, however, he delivered numerous
remains of cartonages, coffins, as well as ushabtis and pottery. Human bones, which also seemed to
have been placed along the walls, were collected and counted there. As the dimensions of its shaft
seem to indicate, this tomb dates from the New Kingdom and rather from the X VIII" dynasty. Bottles
and ribboned pottery found in one of the funerary chambers are consistent with this period. On the
other hand, does the block in the name of Tuthmosis III exhumed from the well have a relationship
with this burial ? We can doubt it, as do the other iconographic blocks found in the same context
and which must have been thrown away or stored there much later. Note that Thutmose III and
Hatshepsut are also present at the Ramesseum in many other places. Nothing else, therefore, apart
from the pottery, has come down to us from the burial or burials which could have taken place
in the New Kingdom. What the excavation also tells us is that this tomb was reused in the Third
Intermediate Period, firstly it seems by two deceased who were very present in the number of their
ushabtis: a certain Pashedkhonsu, who had the title of «divine-father of Amon», then a woman named
Djedmontuiuesankh, without title, who was perhaps his wife, which would explain the existence
of two funeray chambers. It is clear that the grave was then reoccupied by other deceased people.
They left no trace of their identity and are only present there through their bones and the remains of
coffins and cartonages that may have belonged to them. According to an initial count carried out by
the Mission’s anthropologist, no less than 35 to 45 people were buried in this place, during the Third
Intermediate Period, distributed between the two chambers.

Everything was collected for study and the most significant artefacts were recorded in the
Mission’s computerized database.

Another burial shaft (STI.SA06.To02) was discovered a little further north, giving access to
a single chamber on the south side. It was excavated and yielded fragments of cartonages, pottery
and human bones which will be studied later. Iron grilles were attached to the apertures of these two
tombs.

NORTH-EAST SECTOR: THE STG ROOM [STG.CD.To01-02, STG.CR.To01 and
STG.SA14.To02]

Team: Tommaso Quirino (ABAP Superintendence of Milan), Anna Consonni (National Archaeological Museum of
Florence), Martina Terzoli (Egyptian Museum of Turin), Paolo Marini (Egyptian Museum of Turin), Ossama Bassiouni
El-Damanhouri (CEDAE), Rabab Hamdy Ali (CEDAE), Reham Abdel Sattar (CEDAE).

This campaign was devoted to the completion of the excavation of two tombs: the first,
identified and partially excavated in 2022 in correspondence with the wall separating the STL sector
from the STG sector, named STG.CD.To01-To02 ; the second, also identified in 2022 in the courtyard
of the large mudbrick structure located in the southeast corner of the STG.CR sector and almost
entirely excavated, named STG.CR.ToO1. After completing the excavation of these tombs, work was
concentrated along the STG.CD corridor. In the southern part, to the south of the mudbrick structures
which occupy a large part of its surface, the original stratigraphy of this sector has been identified
under a first layer of modern fill materials. The soil from the Ramesside period is not preserved, but a
layer of dakka, which probably constituted its preparation, and above all a layer of deep fill made up
of fragments of sandstone, coming from the cutting work of the blocks used for the construction of
the temple was identified.



Fig. 2 — STG sector. Funeray chamber of the tomb STG.CD.To01-To02.
3D view produced by Ossama Bassiouni El-Damanhouri/CEDAE.

STG.SA14.To02:

A new shaft was eventually discovered under the US 87 wall, which separates STG.SA14
from STG.CR, under a collapse of bricks belonging to the wall itself. Its rectangular shape and its
fairly large dimensions, as well as the fact that the entrance was covered by the Ramesside wall,
suggest that it was a burial before the construction of the temple. Some fragments of wood and
painted plaster were found in the superficial part studied so far. However, its full exploration has been
postponed until next year.

At the end of this season, tomb STG.CD.To01-To02 was filled in again, while STG.CR.ToO1
was closed on the surface with an iron aperture. Finally, in correspondence with the STG rooms
already studied and documented during the last field seasons, the conservation of the mudbrick walls
has begun. In particular the US 85 wall, which separates STG.SA12 from the STG.SA13, the US
86 wall, which separates STG.SA13 from the STG.SA14, as well as the segments of the US 88 wall
separating these parts from the STG.CD have been restored.

SOUTH-WEST SECTOR: THE SOUTH PROCESSIONAL WAY (APS)
Team: Julian Sanchez (ASR), Jocelyne Hottier (ASR), Wessam Saad Morsi (CEDAE), Rokaya Ali Messaoud (CEDAE).

Clearance of the southern “cavalier de déblais” (western part). The external wall of the
Ramesseum is found on a few courses of bricks and is well in line with the first section which was
materialized to the southwest in 2012 by Ms. Nelson. We now have the thickness of this wall and its
exact location, which should make it possible to follow it towards the east without too much difficulty.
A stratigraphic survey revealed that this wall was founded on a base made up of gravel resting on the
marl vein (tafflah) visible at this location in the foothills. Clear length of the wall found this year =
14.90 m; wall thickness = 2.62 m.



During the clearing of the «cavalier de déblais», several remains were discovered and the most
significant recorded in the MAFTO computerized database. A woman’s remains had been deposited
at an uncertain date (perhaps at the beginning of the New Kingdom) in a cavity near one of the trench
containing a sphinx-statue. In the context of this curious burial only shards and a few animal bones
were found. Surrounded by a plant mat and placed curiously with her stomach against the ground,
the deceased was examined by the mission’s anthropologist. She apparently suffered from a severe
pathology, including a double fracture of the right femur. She was not mummified.

WESTERN SECTOR: THE WESTERN PROCESSIONAL WAY (APO): TOMB CN21

Team: Héleéne Guichard (Louvre Museum), Victoria Asensi Amoros (ASR), Anne-Hélene Perrot (University of Munich),
Rabab Hamdi Ali (CEDAE), Ossama Bassiouni El-Damanhouri (CEDAE), Rokaya Ali Messaoud (CEDAE) with the
collaboration of Dr. André Macke (ASR).

The objective of this season was to clear the entire courtyard of the Middle Kingdom tomb
APO.CN21 excavated indoors since 2009. The clearance of this courtyard had started in February
2022, but the original Middle Kingdom soil was still far from being reached and the configuration of
the place, in a space very constrained by the walls of chapels of the Third Intermediate Period on the
surface, did not allow going deeper. This year, the dismantling of two TIP walls, oriented north-south
and built one on the ruins of the other, allowed us to expand the excavation area towards the east and
therefore to clear a wider area without risk of collapse of the very unstable walls of the borehole.

\

/ QO

/ TOMBE APO |
VUE en PLAN

Fig. 3 — Implantation of the entrance and the court of the tomb APO.CN21 (in red).

The Middle Kingdom courtyard, dug into the rocky substrate, is now known on three of
its sides: the west facade in which the door to the tomb is cut (4.4 meters wide), and the north and
south side walls (on a portion of 4.5 to 5 meters). The front part of the courtyard, to the east, is still
unknown, and is located under masonry remains of the TIP and, perhaps, under the enclosure wall of
the temple. The filling of this courtyard was excavated stratigraphically to a depth of 3 meters from
the surface, and the volume of excavated material was estimated at more than 50 m?. It proved to
be rich in lessons and yielded many unexpected discoveries. Far from being homogeneous, it was
formed in several stages, at different times, and partly disrupted since Antiquity. The stratigraphy of
this backfilling from the surface is made up as follows: under 20 to 30 cm of modern excavation, the
limestone paving of the Ramesside dromos appeared in places, even if already missing on a good part
of the surface of the courtyard itself. It is placed on a dagqa more or less thick depending on the place
which evens out a very coarse Ramesside backfill made of excavated material, mud bricks thrown
in bulk, and rejects from looting of tombs from the beginning of the New Kingdom. Follows a more
compact sediment made of limestone dust and small pebbles. The rock walls of the courtyard reveal
a first layer of relatively friable and weakly cemented conglomerate or pudding which precedes the
more solid limestone vein.
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But this Ramesside fill rests, in most of the surface of the courtyard, on an enormous pile of
limestone shards resulting from the digging, in the XVIII™ dynasty, of an immediately neighboring
tomb, to the south, excavated in the 1980s More than 2.5 meters high on the south side, it dips
strongly towards the north and is made up, in its lower part, of small fragments (corresponding to the
start of digging in the conglomerate) and, in its upper part and the along the slope towards the north,
flakes and blocks of limestone of much larger size (corresponding to the digging of the well and the
vaults in the healthy limestone vein).

Now this pile of quarrymen’s rejects, well dated from the beginning of the XVIII"™ dynasty
(thanks to the remains discovered in the tomb J”” IV A/B-B’ (excavated in 1985-86 by Guy Lecuyot,
Anne-Marie Loyrette, Monique Nelson and Fathy Hassanein, see CNRS report), perfectly devoid of
anything other than elements of the XVIII™ dynasty, hid a veritable children’s cemetery. Indeed, 13
burials were discovered this year distributed as follows:

1 child under large fragments of jar ; 1 child wrapped in a mat ; 3 children in baskets ; 3 children in
rectangular coffins ; 4 children in monoxy coffins ; 1 adult woman thrown into a rough trench.

They are added to a rectangular coffin of a teenager, the body of an 18-year-old girl and a
fetus, discovered in February 2022, as well as a monoxyl coffin discovered occasionally in 2012.
This brings to 17 the total burials currently known in this pile of XVIII" dynasty cutting shards.
These are clearly opportunistic burials (families of young deceased people who do not have graves
taking advantage of the gradual creation, over the course of digging, of this pile of rocky debris).
If these are indeed primary burials (the bodies decomposed on site and the skeletons are in perfect
anatomical connection), none of the bodies are mummified and the skeletons lie in simple shrouds.
They were studied by Dr. André Macke who was able to carry out detailed excavations and taphonomic
observations of these remains in situ. They were associated with meager offerings, mainly vases and
cups (one or two per deceased), accompanied by foliage of the sycamore fig tree and mimusops
(persea).

The excavation and treatment of this unexpected necropolis therefore occupied us for most
of the mission and did not allow us to reach the original ground of the Middle Kingdom court, nor
to carry out the excavation in connection with the last strata still present on the other side of the
door inside the tomb. This excavation, of great importance, because we expect it to shed light on
the occupation of the places during the period from the XIII" to the XVII" dynasty, will therefore be
carried out during the next mission.

II. STUDY WORKS

STUDY OF ARCHAEOLOGICAL MATERIAL FROM THE TEMPLE WORKSHOPS (STF)
Responsible: Guy Lecuyot (CNRS/ASR).

Establishment of a catalog of stone tools found mainly during the excavation of the large
courtyard located to the west of this sector. The publication of this work is planned in one of the next
volumes of our Bulletin Memnonia.

STUDY OF ARCHAEOLOGICAL MATERIAL (CARTONAGES, COFFINS)

FROM THE STI SECTOR
Responsible: France Jamen (ASR/Université de Lyon II), Sara Abd elhafez Ahmed Abd elhafez (CEDAE/ British
Museum).
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This year, the aim was to classify, identify and date funerary materials (cartonages and wooden
coffins) from the Third Intermediate Period coming from the tomb of Sehetepibré. According to the
study of this ensemble carried out in January 2022 and from mid-October to the end of November
2023, this reoccupation of the tomb can be dated to the XXI* dynasty or from the beginning of the
XXII™ dynasty to the XXVU-XXVI" dynasty. Thus, the tomb was probably opened several times,
throughout this period, to introduce successive burials. First of all, coffins with a yellow background,
characteristic of the XXI* dynasty and the beginning of the XXII" dynasty until the reign of Osorkon
I, were placed in the descender, the corridor, the southern annex and the shaft leading to the funerary
chambers of the tomb. Among them, a coffin made of palm wood (see Victoria Asensi Amoros) and
another made of a thick layer of mouna present an unusual decoration, with a yellow hieroglyphic text
inscribed on a green background. The identity of their owners is unfortunately not known. According
to the information provided by the spare parts of yellow coffins unearthed (artificial hands and beards),
at least two men and probably two women were buried during the XXI* or the beginning of the XXII"
dynasty in the tomb of Sehetepibré (if the debris discovered in the adjoining room SA.06 comes from
rejects from this tomb).

Furthermore, a coffin with a white background dating from the beginning of the XXII"dynasty,
according to its iconography (type 2 by J.H. Taylor), belonged to the «pure priest of the domain of
Amun in the 3" phylaea, head of the scribes of the temple of [...], head of the secrets of Montu,
prophet of Amun in his month, prophet of the domain of Amun[-Re, king of the gods in Karnak],
[...] at the front of Mut» Hor-em-akh-bit. Additionally, a black-ground coffin with yellow decoration
could also date from the XXII™ Dynasty. In the tomb’s descender, a white-ground cartonage dating
from the beginning of the XXII™ dynasty (type 2A by J.H. Taylor) was also discovered. Finally,
fragments of a later coffin from the XXV®"-XXVI™ dynasty, unearthed in the rubble of the descent,
preserve the beginning of the name of their owner, a man named Hor-[...], who was “divine-
father of Amun.» The stratigraphic context of the tomb of Sehetepibré was disturbed by looting
and ancient excavations, such that these fragments of coffins and cartonages were found mixed
together, both in the descent, the corridor, the annexes, the shaft and, to a lesser extent, in funerary
chambers A and B. Few coffins have been unearthed in comparison with the 146 deceased counted
during the analysis of the bones carried out by Dr. A. Macke and the study of the anthroponyms
appearing on the oushebtis made by Chr. Leblanc and S. Mohamed Zaki. In other words, only the
most privileged seem to have benefited from burial in a coffin and/or cartonage during the reuse of
this tomb.

STUDY OF ARCHAEOLOGICAL MATERIAL (USHABTIS) FROM THE STI SECTOR
Team : Christian Leblanc (CNRS/ASR), Sameh Mohamed Zaki (CEDAE).

The cleaning of the STI.SA06 room provided several series of ushabtis, some of which bear
an identity. It was appropriate to bring together all these models of varied shapes and invoices, in
order to develop a catalog which will complete the history of this sector which seems to have been
densely used, for funerary purposes, during the Third Intermediate Period. Several series come in
particular from the clearing of the tomb of Sehetepibré.

STUDY OF COPTO-BYZANTINE GRAFFITI AND HAMMERING IN THE TEMPLE
Responsible: Emmanuel Serdiuck (University of Brussels/ASR).

The only study undertaken this year in the context of the temple itself. It consisted of bringing
together a whole series of information relating to the recovery and transformation of the Ramesseum
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during the Copto-Byzantine era. All the walls of the monument were carefully examined from the
first pylon to the «room of litanies» (SDL). The observations recorded will be the subject of a future
publication.

ANTHROPOLOGICAL STUDY OF THE HUMAN REMAINS FOUND IN THE CONTEXT

OF THE RAMESSEUM
Responsible: André Macke (University of Lille/ASR).

The work carried out by the Mission’s anthropologist mainly focused on discoveries from
several sectors: in APO, coffins of children found in the filling of the courtyard of the tomb APO.CN21 ;
in STI, bones from the shaft and the funerary chambers of tomb STI.SA06.To0O1 and corresponding
to no less than 35 deceased ; finally in APS, remains found in a cavity on the south processional way
(woman not mummified).

III. RESTORATION AND CONSERVATION WORKS

RESTORATION-CONSERVATION: TOMB OF SEHETEPIBRE (STL.TR SECTOR) AND

PROJECT TO INSTALL A ROOF OR FLAT ROOF
Team: Gemma Torra I Campos (ASR), Sylvie Ozenne (ASR), Micaela Caletti (ASR), Nahla Saleh Mohamed (CSA/ASR)
and specialized staff from the Gournah inspectorate.

Carrying out a series of tests to develop the appropriate mortar for installing the flashings.
Emergency consolidation of the descender coatings by injecting an earth mortar and putting it under
a press while it dries as well as by installing flashing in the upper part.

Study in progress for the choice concerning the future roof of the tomb.

WORK ON RAW EARTH ARCHITECTURE IN THE STA AND STI SECTORS
Team: Gemma Torra I Campos.(ASR), Sylvie Ozenne (ASR), Micaela Caletti (ASR), Mahmoud Abdallah Nasreddin and
his team, and the specialized staff of the Gournah inspectorate.

Significant restoration work was undertaken during this season on all of the mud brick
buildings in the STA and STI sectors.

STA: Consolidation of the vaults of rooms SA.09, SA.11, SA.13: protection of the upper surface
of the vaults by applying a layer of mortar. Consolidation of the coatings preserved in the north
entrances of rooms SA.11, SA.13, SA.17, SA.19, SA.21, SA.25: re-adhesion of detached coatings,
protection of the edges by the installation of flashings, and filling of cavities.

STI: Consolidation of the coatings of concession CNO1: re-adhesion of detached coatings, protection
of the edges by the installation of flashings, and filling of cavities. Emergency interventions carried
out: STA.SA.03, SA25, SA27; STI.SA.03, SA04, SA05, SA06, SAO8, SA12: Interventions on
coatings in danger of falling, re-adhesion of coating fallen to the ground, filling of cavities.

STI.SA.03: Consolidation of two sections of the vault. Installation of a iron arch to support the
coating detached from the intrados.

CONSERVATION OF EXCAVATION MATERIAL. STH STORE SECTOR
Team: Sylvie Ozenne (ASR), Gemma Torra I Campos (ASR) Nahla Saleh Mohamed (CSA/ASR), Micaela Caletti (ASR),
Khaled El-Sayed (CSA, inspector of the Ramesseum antiques store).
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Excavation objects:

Fragments of coffins from the excavation of Sehetepibré and room SAOQ06: cleaning of earth
encrustations on the surface using mechanical processes (scalpels, brushes, etc.); collage of different
assemblies of fragments using Japanese paper and gauze glued from the reverse side with an adhesive
(carboxymethylcellulose).

Reserves:

Packaging is carried out in accordance with the protocols established in 2012. This year, we worked
in 3 sectors STI, STL and STG.

STI: Tomb of Sehetepibré (excavation completed in 2021) and room SA06 excavation in progress in
2021-2023) 1) Box packaging of ushabtis, registration in the database and photographs. Equipment
stored in bay 3, shelves C and D. 2) Fragments of cartonages and coffins from the tomb of Sehetepibré,
the filling of room SA06 and the tombs of room SA06: Classification by typology and registration in
the database 3) photography, packaging in wooden boxes. Equipment stored in bay 3, shelves A and B.

STL: Excavation completed. Year 2018 and 2019. Dusting of equipment, recording in the database,
direct or indirect marking depending on the case and labeling of identification numbers, packaging on
base (2) and packaging in crates (crates n°123, 129) Equipment stored in bay 5, shelf D.

STG: Excavation in progress. Years 2018 and 2019. Dusting of equipment, registration in the
database, direct or indirect marking and labeling of identification numbers. Packaging on base (1)
and packaging in crates (crates n°123, 124, 129) Equipment stored in bay 5, shelves C and D.

Following final storage, the inventory of equipment shelf by shelf, in boxes or on bases, has
been updated.

SITE DOCUMENTATION
Team: Pascal Pelletier (ASR), Marie Grillot (ASR), Ossama Bassiouni El-Damahouri (CEDAE).

As with each mission, regular monitoring was carried out to constitute the documentary
archives (photographic and filmed) of the Mission. Each excavation and restoration sector was the
subject of photographic shots and audiovisual sequences, particularly on the discoveries made over
the weeks. On the other hand, several 3D restitutions were also carried out : in the STI sector for the
STI.SA06.To01 tomb, in the APO sector during the clearing of the children’s graves in the filling of
the courtyard of the APO tomb (APO.CN21), then for the section of the southern wall found on the
southern processional way (APS).

Finally, note that all significant excavation remains were photographed and recorded in the
MAFTO computerized database.

Dr. Christian LEBLANC and Dr. Hisham ELLEITHY
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LIST OF PLATES

Cover Top : Discovery of the remains of a box with anepigraph ushebtis. STG.CD sector. (Photo
Tommaso Quirino).

Bottom : APO sector. Discovery of several burials of children near the tomb APO.CN21. (Photo
Ossama Bassiouni El-Damanhouri).

Plate I A-B
A- Reassembly of ushebtis from tomb STI.SA06.To0O1. (Photo Sameh Mohamed Zaki).

B.- Funeral servants in blue glazed faience with the name of Pasedkhonsou. Third Intermediate
Period. Descent of the tomb STI.SA06.ToO1.(Photo Christian Leblanc).

Plate 11 A-B

A.- Elements of a decoration painted on sandstone, suggesting a procession of bearers holding
offerings. New Kingdom. Provenance: tomb STI.SA06.To01. (Photo Christian Leblanc).

B.- Fragments of mummy cartonnage with painted decoration. Third Intermediate Period.
Provenance : tomb of Sehetepibré. (Photo France Jamen).

Plate 111 A-B
A .- Northeast STG sector, currently being excavated. (Photo Christian Leblanc).

B.- Clearance of two human remains in the funerary chamber of the tomb STG.CD.To2. Third
Intermediate Period. (Photo Ossama Bassiouni El-Damanhouri/CEDAE).

Plate IV A-B

A.- APO sector. Middle Kingdom court search for tomb APO.CN21. Discovery of children’s burials
in the New Kingdom level (XVIII® Dynasty). (Photo Héleéne Guichard).

B.- Discovery of two other burials of children in the same sector and at the same level. (Photo Ossama
Bassiouni El-Damanhouri/CEDAE).

Plate V A-C

A .- STI sector. Consolidation of the walls decorated with funerary scenes in the descent of the tomb
of Sehetepibré (Middle Kingdom). (Photo Ossama Bassiouni El-Damanhouri/CEDAE).

B .- Conditioning funeral servants from the STI sector in specific boxes. (Photo Sylvie Ozenne).

Plate VI A-B
A .- STT sector. Work to consolidate a vault. (Photo Ossama Bassiouni El-Damanhouri/CEDAE).
B.- STA sector. Vaulted buildings after restoration and consolidation. (Photo Christian Leblanc).
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Fig. 1 — Topographical plan of the Ramesseum. (J.-Fr. Carlotti, M. Chalmel, A. Lecointe, G. Roesch).
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Fig. 2 — STG sector. Funeray chamber of the tomb STG.CD.To01-To02.
3D view produced by Ossama Bassiouni El-Damanhouri/CEDAE.
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Fig. 3 — Implantation of the entrance and the court of the tomb APO.CN21 (in red).
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B .- Funeral servants in blue glazed faience with the name of Pasedkhonsou. Third Intermediate Period.
Descent of the tomb STI.SA06.To0O1. (Photo Christian Leblanc).



MAFTO-CNRS/ASR - CEDAE/CSA - MISSION 2023 PLATE II

A .- Elements of a decoration painted on sandstone, suggesting a procession of bearers holding offerings.
New Kingdom. Provenance: tomb STI.SA06.ToO1. (Photo Christian Leblanc).

B.- Fragments of mummy cartonnage with painted decoration. Third Intermediate Period. Provenance :
tomb of Sehetepibré. (Photo France Jamen).



MAFTO-CNRS/ASR - CEDAE/CSA - MISSION 2023 PLATE III

A .- Northeast STG sector, currently being excavated. (Photo Christian Leblanc).

"'h-’t"ﬁ“" ‘;“-LL" il é" 4
B.- Clearance of two human remains in the funerary chamber of the tomb STG.CD.To2.
Third Intermediate Period. (Photo Ossama Bassiouni El-Damanhouri/CEDAE).



MAFTO-CNRS/ASR - CEDAE/CSA - MISSION 2023 PLATE IV

1- fos o A i e R 7k
A .- APO sector. Middle Kingdom court search for tomb APO.CN21. Discovery of children’s burials in the New Kingdom
level (XVIII* Dynasty). (Photo Hélene Guichard).

B.- Discovery of two other burials of children in the same sector and at the same level.
(Photo Ossama Bassiouni El-Damanhouri/CEDAE).



MAFTO-CNRS/ASR - CEDAE/CSA - MISSION 2023 PLATE V

A.- STI sector. Consolidation of the walls decorated with funerary scenes in the descent of the tomb of Sehetepibré
(Middle Kingdom). (Photo Ossama Bassiouni El-Damanhouri/CEDAE).

B.- Conditioning funeral servants from the STI sector in specific boxes. (Photo Sylvie Ozenne).
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B.- STA sector. Vaulted buildings after restoration and consolidation. (Photo Christian Leblanc).



